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Topics of the Briefing 
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A 
• Development of CAT Centralised Database 

B 
• Features of CAT Centralised Database on QR 

C 

• Data Requirements for Uploading CAT Information on 
QR 

D 

• Data Patch (Bulk Upload) Exercise November 2018 – 
March 2019 

E 
• Case Sharing of QR Upload of CAT Information  
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A. Development of CAT Centralised Database 

1) Background 

 Since 2014, two types of CAT, namely CAT(I) and CAT(P) were 

introduced 

 The CAT Centralised Database is a two-year project funded by the 

Quality Enhancement Support Scheme (QESS) from November 2016 to 

October 2018 

 Officially launched on 15 October 2018 

 A web-tool with searchable data and credit transfer arrangement 
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A. Development of CAT Centralised Database 
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2) The guiding document 
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i. Project Advisory Group (PAG) 

 Responsible for providing advice on the development of the 

CAT Database Project 

 Representatives from major stakeholders groups, including 

the Qualifications Framework Secretariat (QFS), Self-

accrediting Operators, HKCAAVQ-accredited Operators 

(from both the academic and VPET sectors) 
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A. Development of CAT Centralised Database 

3)  Consultation of CAT Database 
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ii. Operators 

a) Pre-exercise with selected self-accrediting operators (EdUHK 

and PolyU) (November 2016) 

b) Individual consultation sessions with operators (HKU, HKU 

SPACE, PolyU, EdUHK, CityU, Lingnan U, OUHK, VTC, 

Caritas, Hong Yip) (July 2017 to December 2017) 
 

iii. Users 

c) Focus Group Meetings (Operators and Learners) 

• For a preview of a prototype of the search interface of the CAT 

Database from the users’ perspective  

• Operators representatives from the academic and vocational sectors 

• Learners representatives including senior secondary students, 

AD/HD students, senior year place students and VPET learners 
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A. Development of CAT Centralised Database 

3) Consultation of CAT Database 
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A. Development of CAT Centralised Database 

iv. HKCAAVQ Internal Consultation 

 

 Two Liaison Panels for Academic Accreditation (AA) and 

Vocational and Professional Education and Training (VPET) 

 

 HKCAAVQ Secretariat  
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3) Consultation of CAT Database 
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Official launch 
of CAT Database 

(15 Oct 2018) 

CAT 
Launching 
Ceremony 

(13 Nov 2018)  

Information briefing 
session for HKCAAVQ-
accredited operators  

(4 Dec 2018) 

Inclusion of CAT 
assessment in future 
training workshops of 

HKCAAVQ to 
operators 

Post-launch Promotion and Publicity of CAT Database 
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B. Features of CAT Centralised Database on QR 

1. One-stop dedicated search function on 
QR with a new landing page 

2. RPL as a new type of CAT 

3. Search criteria enhanced 
4. More detailed and specific CAT data, 

including transfer arrangements 
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1. One-stop Dedicated Search Function on QR with a New 
Landing Page 
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CAT Search Landing Page 

 A new landing page where a user may search a 

programme/qualification from the sending side, or the 

receiving side, or at institution level. 

 

 The landing page with explanatory notes to guide users for 

the CAT search. 
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Click “+” to expand the Italic 

explanatory notes and click “-” to hide 

them. 
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• CAT arrangement for the learning programmes 

recognising RPL qualifications for CAT 
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2. RPL as a New Type of CAT 
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3. Search Criteria Enhanced 
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4. More Detailed and Specific CAT Information, including 
Credit Transfer Arrangements 
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C. Data Requirements for Uploading CAT 

Information on Centralised Database 

 Only information provided by receiving institutions will be 

used for QR listing. 

 

 Only programmes / qualifications quality assured under QF 

and published on QR are eligible for indication of CAT on 

QR. 

 

 The participation in the indication of CAT on QR is 

voluntary. 
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1) Points to Note 
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C. Data Requirements 

2) CAT Information 

Example: 
 

General CAT Information  
 

For students admitted to our senior year curriculum of our 4-year undergraduate degree 

programmes, they will follow a reduced curriculum and are required to complete a minimum of 63 

credits. Some programmes may require up to 72 credits in order to eligible for graduation. Students 

are also expected to meet the equivalent standard of the Undergraduate Degree Language and 

Communication Requirements (LCR). Students not meeting the equivalent standard of the 

Undergraduate Degree LCR will be required to take degree LCR subjects. 

i. General CAT information 
General CAT Information may include (a) general description of 

CAT policy of the institution; (b) institutional-wide maximum 

percentage of credit transfer; or (c) shelf-life of the credits, etc. 

as appropriate. 
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ii. Specific CAT information 
Specific CAT Information may include (a) bilateral arrangements / agreements 

between institutions; (b) details on general credit exemption; (c) maximum 

percentage of credit transfer; or (d) any other information on CAT, etc. as 

appropriate. 

Example: 

Specific CAT Information 
Applicants with an Associate Degree OR a Higher Diploma in Fashion and Textile Studies or related 

disciplines (e.g fashion design, fashion business, fashion image design, fashion communication, 

visual and digital design) from a recognised institution. 
 

or  
 

Module exemptions for the following two modules will be available to those who have attained UoC 

credit through training of comparable UoC and Level. Exemption provision for part of a module is 

not available.  

Module Title: Principles of Property and Facility Management  

UoC for PM SCS to be mapped to the module: PMZZFM301A, PMZZEM302A   

Module Title: Principles of Quality Customer Service  

UoC for PM SCS to be mapped to the module: PMZZOS305A, PMZZOS306A, PMZZHR304A 

C. Data Requirements 

2) CAT Information  
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Each receiving 

qualification 

can indicate a 

maximum of 

30 sending 

qualifications. 

C. Data Requirements 

2) CAT Information 

iii. Credit Transfer Arrangement 
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   August 2014 A special one-off data patch service for indication of CAT 

on QR in addition to the existing information on QF 

Level and QF Credit for all programmes on QR  

 

   November 2016 CAT centralised database kicked off 

   November 2017 

- October 2018 

Provision / collection of CAT information from self-

accrediting operators for existing programmes on QR as 

part of CAT database project 

D. Data Patch (Bulk Upload) Exercise November 2018 – 

March 2019  

      1.  A Chronology   
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D. Data Patch (Bulk Upload) Exercise November 2018 – 

March 2019  

      1.  A Chronology   

 
   October 2018 Launch of CAT centralised database on QR 

   November 2018 Data Patch (Bulk Upload) service to HKCAAVQ-accredited 

operators for indication of CAT information for existing 

programmes on QR as part of CAT database project 

 

   November 

2018-March 

2019 

Provision of CAT information by HKCAAVQ-accredited 

operators 

   April-June 

2019 

Data Patch (Bulk Upload) of CAT information on QR after 

vetting 



2. Data Fields Requirements  
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• Data Patch (Bulk Upload) for existing programmes currently 

published on QR 

• Types of CAT data 

 CAT web link (for all three types of CAT) 

 General CAT information (for all three types of CAT) 

 Specific CAT information (optional for CAT(I), and mandatory for CAT(P) and CAT(R)) 

 

(Character limit for General/Specific CAT information: max. 2000 for English and 1000 for 

Chinese) 

 

 Credit Transfer Arrangement (mandatory for CAT(P) and CAT(R) and can only be 

provided by receiving institutions/programmes) 

 Receiving programme/institution 

 Sending qualification/institution 

 Maximum percentage (optional) 

 Types of eligible courses (optional) 

 
(Character limit for Types of eligible courses : max. 2000 for English and 1000 for Chinese) 



Data Fields 

Requirements  
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Data Fields Requirements  
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Data Fields Requirements  
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Data Fields Requirements  
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Data Fields Requirements  



Data Fields Requirements  
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Data Fields Requirements  
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Data Fields Requirements 
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Data Fields Requirements  
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3. Process of CAT Information Upload 

 For existing learning programmes, HKCAAVQ-accredited 

operators to provide CAT information to QF&QR unit of 

HKCAAVQ (QFQR) via standardised CAT proforma / 

templates with CAT web links 

 

 QFQR to vet and accept the CAT information (as applicable) 

for publishing from the QR perspective   

 

 CAT information to become searchable and displayable on 

CAT centralised database on QR  
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4. Conclusion  
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 If operators intend to use the Data Patch (Bulk 

Upload) service, please return the completed 

relevant proformas by 31 March 2019. 

 The CAT information collected will be published 

on QR by June 2019 subject to QR vetting. 
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Helpful information  
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Glossary Help Page 

FAQ Guidance Notes 

http://www.hkqr.gov.hk/HKQRPRD/web/hkqr-en/about/Glossary/
http://www.hkqr.gov.hk/HKQRPRD/web/hkqr-en/help/Search_CAT/
http://www.hkqr.gov.hk/HKQRPRD/web/hkqr-en/about/FAQ/forCAT/
http://www.hkqr.gov.hk/HKQRPRD/export/sites/default/.content/attachment/en/VQ_QR-Guidance-Notes_Self-Accrediting-Operators_20181012.pdf
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For enquiries: 

 Mr Tim Tsui 

timtsui@hkcaavq.edu.hk 

3658 0172 
 

 Ms Louwi Chan 

louwichan@hkcaavq.edu.hk 

3658 0177 
 

 QRA Enquiry 

qradmin@hkcaavq.edu.hk 

3658 0001 

36 

mailto:timtsui@hkcaavq.edu.hk
mailto:louwichan@hkcaavq.edu.hk
mailto:qradmin@hkcaavq.edu.hk


20th Anniversary 20th Anniversary 

Presenter: 

• Ms Apphia Doo,  
Secretary of Senate Committee 

Sub-degree, Professional and Continuing Education Programmes, 

The Chinese University of Hong Kong 

 

 How to tailor make information to be uploaded on CAT database? 

General CAT information 

Specific CAT information 

Credit Transfer Arrangement  
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E. Case Sharing of QR Upload of CAT Information 
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